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The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region is committed to
supporting the development of innovation and technology (“I&T") in Hong Kong.
Through funding programmes under the Innovation and Technology Fund, we provide
funding support for private companies for their in-house research and development
("R&D"), R&D in collaboration with local universities and research institutions, technology
adoption, recruitment of researchers and postdoctoral talent, patent application, etc.

We understand that technology start-ups normally need to go through many stages of
growth and development in their initial years, and they require an increasing level of
investment as they grow. In this connection, the Innovation and Technology Commission,
Hong Kong Science and Technology Parks Corporation (HKSTPC) and Cyberport have
launched a number of programmes to provide financial support for technology start-ups.

In addition, the Trade and Industry Department
offers support to private companies in other
business activities such as marketing and
branding.

We hope this booklet will offer an overview of
local public technology funding programmes
for enterprises. For details, please visit the
relevant websites.
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Innovation and Technology Fund

Technology Funding at a Glance

How Can Your Company Benefit ?

() For Research & Development (R&D)

(a) In-house R&D

® up to $10 million per project

Ent ise S rt
SRS SR A ® on a 1:1 matching basis

Scheme’
® you own |P

(b) Working with Local Universities and Research Institutions

Partnership Research | e you contribute at least 50% of the project cost
Programme ' e you own [P

¢ in collaboration with local research institutions

Innovation and - you contribute 10% or more of the project cost
Technology Support | ® you may have first access to the relevant R&D
Programme outcomes or intellectual property benefits
(platform projects) ' commensurate with the level of your contribution,

e.g. discount in licensing fees, etc

(c) R&D Cash Rebate

¢ 40% rebate for
- your contribution to R&D projects under (l)(a) and
(b) above; or
- R&D projects contracted out to local research
institutions

R&D Cash Rebate
Scheme’




Innovation and Technology Fund

(1) For Technology Adoption

® supports local non-listed enterprises in using
technological services and solutions for
Technology Voucher ' - improvi.ng productivity; .or ‘ .
- upgrading or transforming their business processes
° up to $400,000 per enterprise

° on a 2 (Government) : 1 (enterprise) matching basis

e for conducting of trials in the public sector for
- completed R&D projects under (I)(b) above
- R&D outcomes of incubatees and graduate-tenants
of the HKSTPC and Cyberport (up to $1 million per
project)

(111) Other Support

Patent Application * supports first-time patent applications for inventions
Grant' * up to $250,000 per grant

Public Sector Trial

Scheme’

* supports the recruitment of up to two local graduate
researchers for up to 36 months in
- organisations undertaking R&D projects under (I)(a)
and (b) above
- incubatees and I&T tenants of the HKSTPC and
Cyberport

Researcher

Programme ' ) )
- investee start-ups of the Innovation and Technology

Venture Fund
¢ monthly allowance
- Bachelor's: $18,000
- Master's: $21,000

® supports the recruitment of up to two postdoctoral
talent for up to 36 months in
- organisations undertaking R&D projects under (|) (a)
and (b) above
Postdoctoral Hub ' - incubatees and I&T tenants of the HKSTPC and
Cyberport
- investee start-ups of the Innovation and Technology
Venture Fund
e monthly allowance of $32,000

o—o—o



Innovation and Technology Fund

Reindustrialisstionand suppo.rts staff training in adj’/anced techn"ologies,
especially those related to “Industry 4.0
° up to $500,000 per enterprise per year

® on a 2(Government):1(enterprise) matching basis

Technology Training
Programme '

(IV) Specifically For Technology Start-ups

e co-invests with venture capital funds in local start-ups
e fund size: $2 billion
® on an approximately 1 (Government): 2 (Venture Capital

Innovation and

Technol Vent
B Fund) matching ratio for investment (up to 40% of total

;

Fund investment amount sought by the investee company or
$30 million per deal, whichever is lower)

HKSTPC e co-invests on a matching basis with angel investors or

venture capital funds in start-ups of the HKSTPC

@ te Vent
R * provides funding from seed up to Series A

2
Find * up to $8 million per company
* provides seed funding to high potential and innovative
Cyberport Creative start-ups in information and communications
Micro Fund 3 technology
* up to $100,000 per project
® provides pre-Series A funding to co-invest with investors
Cyberport Macro in Cyberport start-ups
Fund 3 ¢ $1 million - $20 million accumulative investment per

investee

Technology Start-up ® supports teams of local universities to start technology
businesses
* up to $1.5 miillion per start-up per year for no more

than three years

Support Scheme for

Universities '




Innovation and Technology Fund

Support for Other Business Activities*

SME Export
Marketing Fund *

® supports export promotion activities

* up to $400,000 per SME

* up to $100,000 or 50% of the approved
expenditure per application, whichever is the less

SME Loan
Guarantee

Scheme 4

* provides loan guarantee to SMEs to secure loans
from lending institutions for
- acquiring business installations and equipment, or
- working capital for general business uses

® guarantee amount
- up to 50% of the loan amount; and
- up to $6 million per SME

Dedicated Fund
on Branding,
Upgrading and
Domestic Sales ®

* Funding schemes under the Trade and Industry Department

! www.itf.gov.hk

2 www.hkstp.org

3 www.cyberport.hk

4 www.smefund.tid.gov.hk
5 www.bud.hkpc.org

assists local enterprises to expand business in

the Mainland and the ASEAN through brand

development, upgrading and sales promotion

* up to $1,000,000 or 50% of the approved cost per
project, whichever is the less

* up to $1,000,000 per enterprise under each

of the “Mainland Prgramme” and the “ASEAN

Programme”
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