
HKAS arrangements for implementation of ISO 50003: 2014 for accreditation of 

certification bodies for energy management systems certification 

 

ISO 50003: 2014 “Energy management systems - Requirements for bodies providing 

audit and certification of energy management systems” was published on 15 October 

2014.  This International Standard is intended to be used in conjunction with 

ISO/IEC 17021: 2011.  The requirements of ISO/IEC 17021: 2011 also apply to this 

International Standard. 

 

In accordance with the resolution of the International Accreditation Forum (IAF), the 

deadline for accredited certification bodies to conform with ISO 50003: 2014 will be 

14 October 2017. 

 

In connection with the implementation of ISO 50003: 2014, Hong Kong Accreditation 

Service (HKAS) revised the existing issue (Issue No. 1) of Hong Kong Certification 

Body Accreditation Scheme Supplementary Criteria No. 10 (HKCAS SC-10) on 

“Accreditation Programme for Energy Management System (EnMS) Certification” by 

incorporating the requirements of ISO 50003: 2014 and some other changes.  The 

new issue (Issue No. 2) of HKCAS SC-10, which is published on 14 June 2015, is 

applicable to certification bodies that are accredited or seeking accreditation for 

EnMS certification. 

 

 

1. Applicant certification bodies applying for accreditation / accredited 

certification bodies applying for extension of scope of accreditation for EnMS 

certification after 14 October 2015 

 

Starting from 14 October 2015, HKAS Executive only accepts applications for 

accreditation for EnMS certification based on ISO/IEC 17021: 2011 and HKCAS 

SC-10 (Issue No. 2). 

 

Nonconformities (NCs) will be raised against the requirements of ISO/IEC 17021: 

2011 and HKCAS SC-10 (Issue No. 2).  Assessed certification bodies shall provide a 

plan for resolving all NCs identified in the assessment to HKAS Executive within one 

month from the date of assessment visit. 

 

For new applicants, accreditation to ISO/IEC 17021: 2011 and HKCAS SC-10 (Issue 

No. 2) will be granted when the applicant certification body has rectified all critical 



and significant NCs to the satisfaction of HKAS Executive within a timeframe 

specified by HKAS Executive and committed to rectifying all minor NCs prior to the 

next assessment visit.   

 

For application for extension of scope of accreditation to new technical areas made by 

accredited certification body for EnMS certification, HKAS will assess the 

certification body’s compliance with the ISO/IEC 17021: 2011 and HKCAS SC-10 

(Issue No. 2) for both new areas and existing accredited areas concurrently.  HKAS 

will also raise NCs for existing accredited technical areas when identified.   

 

Accreditation for extension of scope for new technical areas based on ISO/IEC 17021: 

2011 and HKCAS SC-10 (Issue No. 2) will only be granted when the accredited 

certification body has rectified all critical and significant NCs, including those 

relating to the existing accredited technical areas, to the satisfaction of HKAS 

Executive within a timeframe specified by HKAS Executive and committed to 

rectifying all minor NCs prior to the next assessment visit.   

 

 

2. Applicant certification bodies applying for accreditation / accredited 

certification bodies applying for extension of scope of accreditation for EnMS 

certification before 14 October 2015 

 

Applicant certification bodies that have submitted the applications for accreditation 

for energy management system certification or accredited certification bodies that 

have submitted the applications for extension of scope of accreditation before 14 

October 2015 may choose to continue the accreditation assessment based on ISO/IEC 

17021: 2011 and HKCAS SC-10 (Issue No. 1) or based on ISO/IEC 17021: 2011 and 

HKCAS SC-10 (Issue No.2). 

 

When the certification body selected to be accredited to ISO/IEC 17021: 2011 and 

HKCAS SC-10 (Issue No. 2), the implementation arrangement will be the same as 

that described in Section 1 above. 

 

When the certification body decided to be accredited to ISO/IEC 17021: 2011 and 

HKCAS SC-10 (Issue No. 1), the certification body shall prepare a transition plan 

detailing the changes to its management system and the time frame for 

implementation of the requirements of HKCAS SC-10 (Issue No. 2).  The transition 

plan shall be submitted to HKAS Executive within two months from the date of 



obtaining accreditation.  The transition to HKCAS SC-10 (Issue No. 2) shall 

normally be completed by 14 January 2017.  The transition plan shall describe all the 

processes with the completion date of transition before 14 January 2017. 

 

If accreditation cannot be granted to an applicant certification body within one year 

after the date of receipt of the application, HKAS Executive will suspend processing 

the application.  The applicant certification body shall implement all the 

requirements of ISO/IEC 17021: 2011 and HKCAS SC-10 (issue No.2). 

 

 

3. Accredited certification bodies for certification of energy management system 

 

Certification bodies accredited for EnMS certification are required to submit, before 

14 October 2015, a transition plan detailing the changes to its management system 

and the time frame for implementation of the requirements of HKCAS SC-10 (Issue 

No. 2).  The transition to HKCAS SC-10 (Issue No. 2) shall normally be completed 

before 14 January 2017.  The transition plan shall describe all the processes with the 

completion date of transition before 14 January 2017. 

 

From 14 October 2015, HKAS Executive will assess accredited CBs’ compliance of 

HKCAS SC-10 (Issue No. 2) in accordance with the plan provided through 

documentation review and/or normal assessment visits, such as reassessments, 

assessments for extension of accreditation or surveillance visits.  All HKAS 

assessments will be based on ISO/IEC 17021: 2011 and HKCAS SC-10 (issue No.2) 

from 14 January 2017.  Normally, no extra visit will be conducted by HKAS 

Executive for the purpose of assessing certification bodies solely against HKCAS 

SC-10 (Issue No. 2).  However, HKAS Executive may, if consider necessary, 

conduct additional fee-charging on-site surveillance visit. 

 

Accredited certification bodies shall rectify the critical and significant NCs against the 

HKCAS SC-10 (issue No.2) requirements to the satisfaction of HKAS Executive 

before 14 September 2017.  The accredited certification body shall also commit to 

rectifying all minor NCs prior to the next assessment visit.  If any critical or 

significant NCs against the HKCAS SC-10 (issue No.2) requirements remain 

unresolved as at 14 October 2017, HKAS Executive will initiate action to suspend the 

accreditation of the certification body for EnMS certification. 

 

 



4. Issue of Certificate of Accreditation for EnMS certification 

 

Certificate of Accreditation referring to ISO/IEC 17021: 2011 and ISO 50003: 2014 

will be issued free of charge to certification bodies for EnMS certification when 

conformity with the accreditation criteria has been demonstrated to the satisfaction of 

HKAS Executive. 

 

HKAS Executive 

June 2015 


