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What is accreditation?
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Accreditation is the third-party attestation related
to a conformity assessment body (CAB), such as
a laboratory, certification body or inspection body,
conveying formal demonstration of its competence
to carry out specific conformity assessment tasks
(e.g. testing, certification or inspection). A robust
accreditation system is the cornerstone for supporting
the creditability of the testing and certification
industry.

BARHE=ZSRHIH AR —HBRTEEE (4
BERAT STBBURBEE) ARNDETEENGRK
APETLE (AR RBNRER) - REMBAHE
RRBANBBXEEAFEINERES -

About Hong Kong Accreditation Service
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Hong Kong Accreditation Service (HKAS) is part of the Innovation and Technology Commission of the
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Government (the Government). It was set up in 1998 by
the Government through the expansion of the Hong Kong Laboratory Accreditation Scheme to provide
accreditation service to the public.
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The principal aims and objectives of HKAS are:

RABRNEEZREMERR
To offer official recognition To promote the acceptance of
To upgrade the standard to competent conformity endorsed reports and certificates™
of operation of conformity assessment bodies which meet issued by accredited conformity
assessment bodies international standards assessment bodies
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To eliminate the need for repetition of conformity
assessment in the importing economies and
thereby reducing costs and facilitating free trade
across borders
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To establish mutual recognition arrangement
with other accreditation bodies
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* Endorsed report or certificate means a report or certificate bearing the accreditation symbol of HKAS or its mutual recognition
arrangement partners
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Participation in
assessments
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HKAS Executive

Lead Assessors, Assessors,
Technical Experts
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Accreditation Advisory
< Board (AAB)
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Accreditation
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AAB Working Parties
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HOKLAS HKIAS HKCAS
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Laboratories, Proficiency Inspection Bodies Certification Bodies
Testing Providers, and EREE and Validation / Task Forces
Reference Material Producers Verification Bodies =5/
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HKAS Executive is responsible for the administration of HKAS and its accreditation schemes. HKAS
Executive handles all matters relating to accreditation such as setting accreditation criteria, handling
enquires on accreditation, arranging assessments, reviewing assessment findings, making decisions
on accreditation and monitoring the performance of accredited CABs, etc. HKAS is advised by the
Accreditation Advisory Board (AAB) on matters relating to accreditation.
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Accreditation Schemes of HKAS
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HKAS offers accreditation service through three accreditation schemes, namely the Hong Kong
Laboratory Accreditation Scheme (HOKLAS); the Hong Kong Certification Body Accreditation Scheme
(HKCAS); and the Hong Kong Inspection Body Accreditation Scheme (HKIAS). All accreditation
schemes of HKAS are operated in accordance with the requirements of the relevant international
standard, i.e. ISO/IEC 17011 and other criteria set by relevant international and regional cooperations
of accreditation bodies. The schemes are designed to suit local circumstances and needs as well as to
provide the maximum degree of flexibility. Participation in the three schemes is voluntary.
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Seeking Wider Recognition of Hong Kong’s Conformity

Assessment Results
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HKAS is active in the international accreditation community so as to uphold its international status and
enlist greater recognition and acceptance of the conformity assessment results issued by its accredited
CABs.

HKAS is a member of the International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC) and the
International Accreditation Forum (IAF) at international level; and the Asia Pacific Accreditation
Cooperation (APAC) at regional level. HKAS is also a signatory to the mutual recognition arrangements
(MRAs) or multilateral recognition arrangements (MLAs) of these cooperations. MRAs/MLAs play
an important role in building confidence in the competency of a global network of accredited CABs,
providing a solid foundation for cross-border recognition of conformity assessment results. It allows
conformity assessment service users, such as regulators and buyers, to make use of the conformity
assessment results produced in other economies.
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Currently, HKAS’ MRAs/MLAs cover:
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Testing (non-medical)
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Calibration
RIE

Medical Testing
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Inspection
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Reference Material Producer
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Proficienoy Testing Provider
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Quality Management System Certification
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Environmental Management System Certification
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Food Safety Management System Certification
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Energy Management System Certification
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Occupational Health and Safety Management System Certification
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Product Certification
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Greenhouse Gas Validation and Verification
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HKAS has MRA/MLA partners in more than 100 economies worldwide, most of which are Hong Kong’s
major trading partners such as the Mainland China, the United States, Japan and the European Union.
This supports the external trade of Hong Kong as well as the Greater Bay Area, assisting organisations

in the region to gain access to overseas market.
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Accreditation and its Benefits
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Conformity assessment
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The development of the global marketplace has made buyers and regulators
increasingly dependent on standards and conformity assessment to assure that
products or services fulfill specified requirements. Conformity assessment verifies
and hence increases confidence that a particular product or service meets the
required level of safety or suitability. From the perspective of manufacturers or
suppliers, conformity assessment assists in reducing the risk of nonconforming
products / services and contributes to enhancing company’s image for business
promotion.
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Accreditation assures CABs’ competence
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Manufacturers and suppliers often spend a lot of money in acquiring the services of
CABs. Accreditation provides an effective means for CAB service users to identify
competent service providers to fulfill their needs. CABs accredited by HKAS have all
been thoroughly and rigorously assessed for their competence in performing specific
conformity assessment activities within their scope of accreditation. As their ability
to consistently produce technically valid conformity assessment results has been
demonstrated and evaluated, their accredited services are considered reliable.
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: W r Gaining competitive advantage
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Today, economies have never been more interdependent. Products that are
consumed in one market are no longer made in one country, but are made in the
world. Small and medium enterprises (SMEs) supplying goods complying with
standards are better able to compete and sell their products or services anywhere
in the world. Consequently, conformity with national or international standards
makes companies, industries and economies more competitive, and stimulates
trade and diversification. Accredited CABs verify conformity with standards
in the standards and conformance infrastructure. SMEs can increase their
competitiveness by engaging the services provided by HKAS accredited CABs.
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_5@ Reducing risk and costs
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By engaging an accredited CAB, the risk of having wrong or inaccurate conformity
assessment results is significantly reduced. Tangible or intangible benefits / cost
savings are realised from the prevention of:

(i)  Social and economic impacts due to release of unsafe products from
incorrect conformity assessment results;

(i) Customer complaints due to poor product/service performance from
incorrectly performed conformity assessment;

(iii)  Recall and replacement of non-compliant products due to the above;

(iv) Loss of customers’ confidence/loyalty due to the above; and

(v)  Re-evaluation of product/service.
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Access to new markets
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The liberalisation of economies and the globalisation of markets have intensified
international competition. This has brought particular challenges to local
companies. Creditable conformity assessment confirming products or services
conforming to national or international standards is vital to access to the global
market. As HKAS is a signatory to the MRAs/MLAs administered by international
and regional cooperations of accreditation bodies, endorsed test reports and
accredited certificates issued by its accredited CABs are recognised by its MRA
partners worldwide. Such cross-border recognition mechanism reduces the need
for repeating conformity assessment in the importing economies, hence reducing
the cost of doing business and time-to-market for products. It also helps open the
door to overseas market. As with the domestic market, an increasing number of
organisations in both the public and private sectors are specifying accreditation or
accredited conformity assessment as a precondition to tendering for contracts.

REERBMHSE2RCCEERIEER  REAMEREREILAS - ZEBEAA
EONERTELFESRERUARBTEEARNBEERE  HEABETSZERER -
HRRAUELEEREARTEESFEABMEENEEARLH ZEERRIN
HENE At BERUVERUTNGRIERBAIRENRFIARESNREES -
FIER A RAER S HMANEEAB LI HAAR - EEBEBRIEH R EED
REESEETERIENTE  EtMEEEHAES > HEERELHHEHERE > I
BEBIRBERINTIENMAF - AMHISEHE  BRAZALERBLERTERNE
BAGKTEER @ Al REBNBRNERES -

IAF MLA Signatories ILAC MRA Signatories
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The Accreditation Process
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Who can apply?
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HKAS accreditation is open for participation by laboratories, inspection bodies, proficiency testing
providers, reference material producers, certification bodies as well as verification and validation bodies
in Hong Kong.
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Initial application
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Initial Contact
W 5

Preliminary Visit
to Organisation
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Preparation for
Assessment
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Step
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Assessment of
Organisation
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Assessment
Qutcome
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Remedial Actions
(if required)
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Organisation submits an application together
with its quailty manual and other documents
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HKAS Executive reviews the organisation’s
documents to determine if an appropriate
quality system has been established
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HKAS Executive arranges a preliminary

visit, if necessary
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Rigorous on-site assessment conducted by the
HKAS assessment team and assessment

findings reported to the organisation EAME
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Satisfactory outcome?

HKAS checks adequacy of
remedial action
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Accreditation granted
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Organisation corrects
non-conformities
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Surveillance and reassessment
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After accreditation has been granted, an accredited
CAB is reassessed at prescribed intervals. In-
between reassessments, surveillance visits will
also be conducted. The purpose is to ensure that
the standards required for continued accreditation
are being maintained. Assessment visits may also
be arranged for monitoring changes in the CAB’s
circumstances that may affect its continued conformity
with HKAS requirements.
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Where to find information on HKAS accredited CABs?
ERERVERITNSIRTEHENER

g} Information on HKAS accredited CABs is available from our website at
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Hong Kong Accreditation Service

# Home
L Accreditation, Standards and Calibration Services: Standards and Calibration Laboratory (5CL)

=+ Conformity Assessment Bodies

Accredited Conformity Assessment Bodies

» Hong Kong Laboratory Accreditation Scheme (HOKLAS)

» Hong Kong Certification Body Accreditation Scheme (HKCAS)

» Hong Kong Inspection Body Accreditation Scheme (HKIAS)
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How do you identify a report or certificate issued by a HKAS accredited CAB?
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HKAS accredited CABs can issue endorsed reports / certificates bearing the HKAS accreditation
symbol, which specifies the registration number of the accredited CAB.
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Examples:
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HOKLAS 000 HKIAS 000 HKCAS) 000

TEST PRD

Unless otherwise approved and specified, only results of accredited activities can be shown in endorsed
reports / certificates. Since the competence of the CAB in performing the accredited activities
within its scope of accreditation has been thoroughly assessed by HKAS, the reliability of the results
contained in endorsed reports and certificates can be assured.
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Promoting accreditation services
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HKAS actively promotes the value of accreditation and services provided by accredited organisations
through public seminars and trade shows held both locally and overseas.
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World Metrology Day (WMD), W totion Day (WAD)
and World Standards Day (W rum 2019




Contacts Us
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Address ik : Hong Kong Accreditation Service (HKAS)
Quality Services Division
Innovation and Technology Commission
36/F Immigration Tower, 7 Gloucester Road
Wanchai, Hong Kong
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Telephone & & I (852) 2829 4840
Fax & - (852) 2824 1302
e-mail B &L :  hkas@itc.gov.hk
Website # 5 © www.hkas.gov.hk
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