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Hong Kong Accreditation Service (HKAS) launched the Hong Kong Certification Body Accreditation Scheme

(HKCAS) in 1998 to provide accreditation service to certification bodies in Hong Kong. Accreditation
programmes launched under the Scheme include:
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The main objective of HKCAS is to provide formal recognition of the competence of certification bodies and GHG
verification/validation bodies in Hong Kong. Users are encouraged to select the services provided by accredited
certification bodies and GHG verification/validation bodies for assurance of reliability.

HKCAS is open for voluntary participation. Its operation is based on international standards. The accreditation
service provided by HKAS is independent and impartial. Through rigorous assessments and surveillance, the
performance of accredited organisations is closely monitored. Clients of HKAS accredited certification bodies and
GHG verification/validation bodies can therefore enjoy high level of confidence in service.
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Accreditation criteria
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Certification bodies and GHG validation/verification bodies shall comply with relevant international standards in
order to be accredited. The international standards for different programmes are:
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Management System ISO/IEC 17021 series - Conformity assessment - Requirements for bodies providing
Certifications audit and certification of management systems

EERRBARE ISO/IEC 17021 &7 (AT E —EERRRABXLAEHRIBER)

Product Certification ISO/IEC 17065 - Requirements for bodies certifying products, processes and services
ERRE ISO/IEC 17065 (BHZETE — Ed ~ BEMBRFERBHBER)

Greenhouse Gas (GHG) ISO/IEC 17029 — Conformity assessment — General principles and requirements for
Validation and Verification validation and verification bodies
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ISO 14064-3/14065/14066 for bodies validating and verifying GHG statements
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Besides, accreditation criteria also include relevant mandatory requirements of the International Accreditation
Forum (IAF), as well as applicable HKAS and HKCAS policies, regulations and Supplementary Criteria for different
certification services and programmes.

In the accreditation process, certification bodies and GHG validation/verification bodies are assessed for their
independence, integrity and technical competence through office assessments as well as on-site witnessing
assessments. Management system certification bodies shall demonstrate competence in auditing the management
systems of their clients against certification standards such as ISO 9001, ISO 14001, ISO 22000, etc. Product
certification bodies will be assessed for their competence in auditing their clients against the requirements of specific
product certification scheme. GHG validation and verification bodies shall demonstrate competence in validating and
verifying GHG statements prepared in accordance with applicable international standards.
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Benefits of accreditation
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Accredited certification/verification/validation bodies
enjoy the following benefits:
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° Formal recognition of competence
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e A benchmark for performance
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e Boost of corporate image for service promotion
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e Wider acceptance of certificates and verification/
validation opinions
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Users of services provided by accredited certification/
verification/validation bodies also gain the following
benefits:
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o Confidence in service
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e Enhanced image for service promotion
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o Cross-border recognition of certification/verification/

validation
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International acceptance
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HKAS is a signatory to the International Accreditation Forum (IAF) Multilateral Recognition Arrangements (MLA) and Asia
Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (APAC) Mutual Recognition Arrangements (MRA) for the following activities: Quality
Management System, Environmental Management System, Food Safety Management System, Occupational Health and
Safety Management System, and Energy Management System Certifications; Product Certification; and GHG Validation
and Verification. Under these MLA/MRA, the accreditation by HKAS is recognised as equivalent to an accreditation by
the other signatories. Accredited certificates issued by HKAS accredited certification bodies are recognised by other
signatories worldwide in more than 70 economies. This facilitates cross border trade by eliminating technical barrier
and provides an effective way to achieve the objective: ‘Certified Once; Accepted Everywhere’.

In addition, product conformity certificates issued by a product certification body accredited for specific product
certification schemes by a signatory to the IAF MLA are accepted by regulatory authorities including US Federal
Communications Commission (FCC), US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and Office of the Communications
Authority (OFCA) Hong Kong.
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Information and enquiry
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All HKAS and HKCAS publications are available at the HKAS website (www.hkas.gov.hk). Certification bodies
and validation/verification bodies interested in HKCAS accreditation are encouraged to study the application
packages available at the HKAS website. Further query may be directed to the responsible officer of HKAS
Executive as listed there.

For more information on the certification and GHG validation/verification services offered by HKAS accredited
certification bodies and GHG validation/verification bodies, please visit the Directory of Accredited Conformity
Assessment Bodies at the HKAS website or contact HKAS Executive (email to: hkas@itc.gov.hk).
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