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Hong Kong Inspection Body Accreditation Scheme (HKIAS) is administered by Hong Kong Accreditation Service
(HKAS). Its operation is based on international standard and the accreditation provided is independent and
impartial. All HKAS’ accreditation schemes, including HKIAS, are open for voluntary participation.

HKAS provides accreditation for inspection bodies operating in various inspection fields through HKIAS.
Inspection bodies are assessed in accordance with the requirements of the international standard ISO/IEC 17020
“Conformity assessment — Requirements for the operation of various types of bodies performing inspection”.

HKAS launched the HKIAS in 1999. Initially, it only provided accreditation for inspection of consumer
products. The accreditation service was subsequently extended to cover inspection of construction products
and welds, indoor air quality and scene of crime investigation.
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Coverage of HKIAS Accreditation
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Inspection of consumer products
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The consumer products subject to inspection include mass-produced goods such
as textiles, garments, food containers, footwear, toys, children’s products, sundry
items, giftware, household appliances, furniture and electrical and electronic
products. The types of inspection consist of pre-production inspection, during
production inspection and pre-shipment. Inspection can also be part of a factory
evaluation or for other purposes.
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Inspection of construction products and welds
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The construction products subject to inspection includes a wide variety of
buildings, highways and waterworks products. The process may involve
generic inspection methods and/or conducting specific types of product
inspection (e.g. pre-production, during and after production, pre-shipment,
etc.) according to specific inspection methods or standards. Welding
inspection includes inspection of welding procedures and weld quality.
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Indoor air quality (IAQ) inspection
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The IAQ inspection is performed by Indoor Air Quality Certificate Issuing
Bodies (CIBs) under the ‘Indoor Air Quality Certification Scheme’ (the Scheme).
The Scheme is administered by Environmental Protection Department of the
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Government. The process involves
one or more walkthrough inspections as well as monitoring of indoor air quality
parameters using specified measurement and sampling methods.
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Indoor air quality
inspection in progress
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Scene of crime investigation
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The term ‘scene of crime’ refers to a scene of incident prior to establishing
whether a criminal or illegal action has taken place or not. The investigation
activities performed at a scene of crime may include scene examination and
recovery of evidence. Similar to most accreditation bodies around the world,
HKAS accredits scene of crime investigation as an inspection activity.
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Accreditation criteria
SR # Bl

In the accreditation process, the inspection bodies are assessed for their independence and impartiality, technical
competence and conformity of the management system in accordance with ISO/IEC 17020. In addition, accredited
and applicant inspection bodies must comply with HKAS regulations for accreditation, as well as other applicable
HKIAS policies and regulation. Inspection bodies accredited/seeking accreditation for different technical areas are
also required to follow the provisions in HKIAS Supplementary Criteria specific for each inspection field.
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Benefits of accreditation
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Accredited inspection bodies enjoy the following benefits:
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Users of accredited inspection service also gain the following benefits:
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Reliable inspection results Confidence in service Cost savings in export of goods
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HKAS has concluded mutual recognition arrangements (MRA) with International Laboratory Accreditation
Cooperation (ILAC) and Asia Pacific Accreditation Co-operation (APAC) for the accreditation of inspection bodies.
Under the MRA, the accreditation by HKAS is recognised as equivalent to the accreditation by other signatories in
over 70 economies globally. The MRA allows endorsed inspection reports to be more readily accepted in overseas
markets. Locally, endorsed inspection reports are also widely accepted by the general trade and the government
as a proof of conformity.
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Information and enquiry
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All HKAS and HKIAS publications can be downloaded at the HKAS website (www.hkas.gov.hk). Inspection
bodies interested in HKIAS accreditation are also encouraged to study the application packages available at
the HKAS website. Further query may be directed to the responsible officer of HKAS Executive as listed there.

For more information on the services offered by HKAS accredited inspection bodies, please visit the
Directory of Accredited Conformity Assessment Bodies at the HKAS website or contact HKAS Executive
(email to: hkas@itc.gov.hk).
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